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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
LEAD Global exists to expose American students from diverse backgrounds to global career opportunities 
alongside peers from different countries in one program so that all participants might make better informed 
decisions when choosing a college or profession. 
 

For 2010, LEAD the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg will host the program in the fields of 
engineering, health science and business. LEAD believes that the depth of true international career development 
experience goes far beyond a two week sightseeing excursion.  
 
The ability to interact with international student peer groups within a team based work environment will serve as 
the foundation for learning. The curriculum will be rooted in real world international career development case 
studies. The goal is for student teams to gain practical experience in understanding the benefits of choosing a 
career that is international in scope.  
 

PROGRAM GOAL  
The goal is to immerse students early in their academic development to a myriad of career opportunities, so that 
they might make better informed decisions when choosing a university or career profession.  
 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES  
 Broaden student’s exposure to career options in health science, engineering and business. Students chosen to 

participate in the program will be required to choose between health science, engineering and business.  
 

 LEAD Global’s vision is to provide exposure to various career opportunities available globally for academically 
high achieving students of diverse ethnicity.  

 

 The objective is to develop an International Career Development Immersion Program between various 
countries and in collaboration with students from the USA using LEAD’s Triad Model. 

 

 Diverse talented students from the USA will be invited to attend programs alongside South African students. 
 

ELGIBILITY 

 Applicants must currently be in the tenth grade. 

 Applicants must have a 3.0 minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA).   

 Evidence of maturity, stability, adaptability and self-discipline in new environments. 

 Admission to the program is competitive and based on academic record, essays and recommendations. 

 Semifinalists will be contacted to schedule an interview to get to know you better, and to evaluate your 
application more closely. 

 Finalists must have a valid passport.  
 

 
 

LEAD GLOBAL PROGRAM 
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The LEAD Global application contains several elements – all of which will contribute to your overall evaluation by the selection 
committee.  In order to be considered for acceptance, all forms must be complete and all required documents included.  Type or 
print legibly.  Please remember, your application is our first impression of you so take your time working on it.  Use the checklist 
below to work through the application step by step. 

 

APPLICATION FEE 
A $65 non-refundable application fee must accompany 
your application materials.  Make the check or money 
order payable to LEAD.  Applications received without the 
required fee will not be processed.   
 

BIOGRAPHICAL QUESTIONAIRE 
Complete the biographical questionnaire.  Make sure you 
answer all required questions fully. 
 

ESSAYS 
All candidates are required to submit two original essays.  
The essays should be neatly written or typed.  The essays 
should not exceed 750 words in length.  The candidate’s 
name, mailing address and the date should appear at the 
top of the sheet.  
 

ESSAY ONE 
What is there about South Africa's history that makes you 
want to participate in LEAD Global? Explain any 
coursework or activities you have participated in that will 
complement this program.   
 

ESSAY TWO 
If you are selected to participate in the LEAD Global 
program, you will be living, studying, and working with 
many people from different backgrounds. How would you 
describe yourself to these people?  What do you hope to 

gain from your experience abroad?   

 

RECOMMENDATION FORMS 
LEAD requires each candidate to submit one (1) academic 
and one (1) personal recommendation form.  A teacher 
or advisor who can assess your academic work should 
complete the academic recommendation form.  An 
employer, coach, community official or minister who can 
comment on your personal attributes and community 
involvement should complete the personal 
recommendation form.  Use the included forms to give 
them to fill out and then include it with your application 
materials. 

TRANSCRIPT 
An official high school transcript, school profile and your 
education sheet must accompany each candidate’s 
application to LEAD.  If your high school will not provide 
you with an official school transcript, please ask a school 
administrator to forward it to: LEAD Global, 14 East 
Hartwell Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19118. 
 

PASSPORT COPY  
All students must have a passport valid for at least six 
months after the program ends.  Please include a 
photocopy of your valid passport.  If you do not have a 
passport yet, you will need to apply for one upon 
acceptance into the program.  We will accept a copy of 
your passport later. 
 

SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION* 
The application deadline is January 25, 2010.  Your 
completed application must be received in our office by 
the posted deadline. If we are missing any part of the 
application, we cannot consider you for admission.  Send 
your completed biographical questionnaire; two essays; 
two recommendation forms; official transcript, passport 
copy and a check or money order for the application fee 
all in one package to: LEAD Global, 14 East Hartwell Lane, 
Philadelphia, PA 19118. 
 

* If you have difficulties completing the questionnaire or need assistance, 
please visit our website at www.leadprogram.org or send an e-mail to 
leadglobal@leadprogram.org. 

 

COST 
Tuition for the LEAD Global program is $3,000; roundtrip 
airfare is included in the tuition costs. 
 

PROGRAM DATES 
The University of the Witwatersrand  
(Johannesburg, South Africa) 
Wednesday, June 16- Friday, July 2, 2010 
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INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the biographical questionnaire.  Make sure you answer all required questions fully.  LEAD will only review candidates 
who submit the biographical questionnaire, two essays, two recommendation forms, the $65 application fee and an official high school transcript.  
It is your responsibility to ensure that LEAD receives all requested materials by January 25, 2010. 
 

 
 

SECTION A: STUDENT/FAMILY DATA 

FIRST NAME:       LAST NAME:            MI: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY:      STATE:     ZIP: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER:     CELL PHONE NUMBER:   

BIRTHDATE:    GENDER:     ETHNIC BACKGROUND: 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

ARE YOU A US CITIZEN?     ÃYES        Ã NO*    Country of Origin      Permanent Resident #      

   *You must provide a copy of your Permanent ResƛŘŜƴǘ ŎŀǊŘ όDǊŜŜƴ /ŀǊŘέύ ŦƻǊ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

FROM WHOM DID YOU RECEIVE THIS APPLICATION? 

Ã  LEAD National       Ã  Teacher/Counselor         Ã LEAD Alumni: Name:            Ã Other:         
 

¸h¦w t!w9b¢{Ω  a!wL¢AL STATUS:          
 

YOUR SIBLINGS: BROTHERS: Number:   Age(s):   

  SISTERS:  Number:    Age(s):  

NAME OF ANY FAMILY MEMBER WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE LEAD PROGRAM: 
NAME(S) OF THE PARENT(S) OR LEGAL GUARDIAN(S) WITH WHOM YOU LIVE: 

 

   
PARENT/GUARDIAN/OTHER 

 
PARENT/GUARDIAN/OTHER 

 
LAST NAME,  FIRST NAME 

    

 
RELATIONSHIP TO THE APPLICANT (YOU) 

    

 
HOME ADDRESS 

  

 
CITY, STATE ZIP 

    

 
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER 

    

 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

  

 
EMPLOYER      

    

 
OCCUPATION/TITLE 

    

 
BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER                 

    

 
HIGHEST GRADE COMPLETED 

    

 
NAME OF COLLEGE (IF ANY) 

    

 
DEGREE/CERTIFICATE EARNED (IF ANY) 

    

BIOGRAPHICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
 



 

LEAD Global 14 East Hartwell Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19118    │   Phone: 215.753.2490 • Fax: 215.753.2495 • E-mail: leadglobal@leadprogram.org 

 
 

SECTION B: ABOUT YOU  
 

 
Please list below school and community activities that are most important to you. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Have you received any awards, or do you have any outstanding achievements in the activities listed above? 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Describe any difficulties you might have experienced at primary or high school.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Which subjects do you enjoy the most?  Why do you enjoy these subjects?  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
My greatest strengths are: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL QU9{¢Lhbb!Lw9 ό/hb¢Ω5ύ 
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SECTION B: ABOUT YOU 
 
My greatest weaknesses are:  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Write three statements to describe yourself.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Would you consider a career in Health Science, Engineering or Business? Please explain.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
If you were selected to participate in this program, you would need to indicate which field you are MOST interested in. Please indicate which field 
you are MOST interested in by checking ONE.   Ã Health Science    Ã Engineering    Ã Business  
 
Have you ever lived away from your parent(s)/guardian(s)? ÃYES    Ã NO   
 

If yes, when and where? 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Have you had to adjust to an unfamiliar environment, if so what strategies did you use? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

.LhDw!tIL/![ v¦9{¢Lhbb!Lw9 ό/hb¢Ω5ύ 
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Please fill in your name and address below.  This form should be completed by a teacher or advisor who can assess your work.   
 

Student Name:             

 
Home Address: 

 
The above student is an applicant for admission to the LEAD Global Program and has given your name as a reference.  The information you are 
providing concerning the above named applicant is considered an important part of the application process.  Specific statements and your candid 
assessment of the applicant’s potential will be very helpful. We appreciate the information you are providing by completing this form, and for 
sharing your observations about the applicant. 

 
Instructions:  After completing this form, please place it in an envelope (not provided).  Seal the envelope and sign it across the seal. You may 
remit this recommendation to the above named student or mail it directly to LEAD Global: 14 East Hartwell Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19118.  This 
form must be received by January 25, 2010. 

  
 
1. Describe this student’s behavior in the classroom with respect to authority, peers, class participation and group activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. In what ways would you distinguish this student’s academic performance from other students?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. In what areas does the applicant need improvement? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Do you think that this applicant’s grades are a valid reflection of his/her academic abilities? Please explain. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ACADEMIC RECOMMENDATION FORM 
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Student Name:             

 
In terms of characteristics listed below, please give us your appraisal of the applicant: 
 

CATEGORY Outstanding Good Average Below  
Average 

Unable to 
Assess 

INQUISITIVE: Looks beyond what is apparent; questioning attitude/needs to know why.      
EXPERIMENTAL: Is inventive; willing to explore unknowns with or without teacher 
supervision. 

     

PERSISTENT:  Stays with tasks; integration toward long-term goals.      
SELF-STARTER: Highly motivated; independent worker, self-directed; pursues individual 
interests. 

     

DESIRE TO ACHIEVE: Is eager to successfully accomplish goals.      
DISCIPLINED WORK HABITS: Turns in assignments in a timely manner.      
LEADERSHIP: Shows maturity/emotional ability; leads when needed or appropriate.      
COMMUNICATION SKILLS: Ability to express thoughts clearly, creatively and concisely.      

 

I have known the applicant for   year/s and/or   month/s 
 
OVERALL RATING: 
Ã Strongly recommend  Ã Recommend    Ã Recommend with reservations (explain any reservations below)  
 
 
 
COMMENTS: Please use this space to provide any additional information that the Committee should consider when evaluating this student’s 
application to LEAD, including your involvement with him/her outside the traditional classroom, his/her ability to meet personal responsibilities, 
deadlines, personal initiative, etc. Please also include any obstacles this applicant has had to overcome in pursuing his or her educational goals, 
if appropriate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature:      Date:   Telephone: 

           
Please attach your business card 

 
Name:       Title: 

              
 
Institution:         Email Address:    

!/!59aL/ w9/haa9b5!¢Lhb Chwa ό/hb¢Ω5ύ 
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Please fill in your name and address below.  This form should be completed by an employer, coach, community official or minister.   
   
Student Name:             

 
Home Address: 

 
The above student is an applicant for admission to the LEAD Global Program and has given your name as a reference.  The information you are 
providing concerning the above named applicant is considered an important part of the application process.  Specific statements and your candid 
assessment of the applicant’s potential will be very helpful. We appreciate the information you are providing by completing this form, and for 
sharing your observations about the applicant. 

 
Instructions:  After completing this form, please place it in an envelope (not provided).  Seal the envelope and sign it across the seal. You may 
remit this recommendation to the above named student or mail it directly to LEAD Global: 14 East Hartwell Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19118.  This 
form must be received by January 25, 2010. 

  
1. How  long, and  in  w hat  cap acit y, have you know n t he app lican t ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Does t he ap p lican t  d em onst rat e a consist en t ly h igh  level o f  social and  p ersonal m at ur it y? Please com m ent . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Tell us an  exam p le o f  your  observat ion  o f  t he ap p licat ion  in  an un f am iliar  set t ing.  What  charact er ist ics d id  t he app lican t  

d isp lay?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Based  on  your  know led ge o f  t he p rogram , is t he p rogram  ap p ro p r iat e f o r  t he ap p lican t ? How  w ill t he ap p licant  benef it  

f rom  t h is exp er ience? 

 

PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION FORM 
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Student Name:             

 
In terms of characteristics listed below, please give us your appraisal of the applicant: 
 

CATEGORY Outstanding Good Average Below  
Average 

Unable to 
Assess 

INQUISITIVE: Looks beyond what is apparent; questioning attitude/needs to know why.      
EXPERIMENTAL: Is inventive; willing to explore unknowns with or without teacher 
supervision. 

     

PERSISTENT:  Stays with tasks; integration toward long-term goals.      
SELF-STARTER: Highly motivated; independent worker, self-directed; pursues individual 
interests. 

     

DESIRE TO ACHIEVE: Is eager to successfully accomplish goals.      
DISCIPLINED WORK HABITS: Turns in assignments in a timely manner.      
LEADERSHIP: Shows maturity/emotional ability; leads when needed or appropriate.      
COMMUNICATION SKILLS: Ability to express thoughts clearly, creatively and concisely.      

 

OVERALL RATING: 
Ã Strongly recommend  Ã Recommend    Ã Recommend with reservations (explain any reservations below)  
 
 
 
COMMENTS: Please use this space to provide any additional information that the Committee should consider when evaluating this student’s 
application to LEAD, including your involvement with him/her outside the traditional classroom, his/her ability to meet personal responsibilities, 
deadlines, personal initiative, etc. Please also include any obstacles this applicant has had to overcome in pursuing his or her educational goals, 
if appropriate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature:      Date:   Telephone: 

           
Please attach your business card 

 
Name:       Title: 

              
 
Institution:         Email Address:    

PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION Fhwa ό/hb¢Ω5ύ 
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AUTHORIZATION FOR INFORMATION RELEASE: 
Please sign this form and forward it to your guidance counselor/advisor for completion. 
 
I hereby authorize my high school to release the information requested below. 
 
Name of Applicant: 

   
Home Address:   

               Number & Street     City   State        Zip Code  
     
Student's Signature:         Date:    

         
 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 
This section must be completed by a guidance counselor/advisor. 
 

Type of High School: (check one)  Ã Public     Ã Private     Ã Parochial Current Grade:         
 
Name of High School:   

 
College Board School Code: (six digits)  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
High School Address:  

              Number & Street     City   State        Zip Code  
 
Class Rank:     Class Size:         GPA:        Scale:  

 
STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES: 
 
PSAT Critical Reading:    SAT Critical Reading:     PLAN:   
  

PSAT Math:       SAT Math:      ACT:   
 

PSAT Writing:   SAT Writing:    
 

CERTIFICATION: 
I hereby certify that the information I have provided is accurate and true as of the date indicated below. 
 
Name of Counselor/Advisor:  

 
Signature of Counselor:               Date:    

 
MAILING INSTRUCTIONS: 
Once completed, please send this form along with an official high school transcript and school profile to: 
 

LEAD GLOBAL 
14 East Hartwell Lane 

Philadelphia, PA 19118 
 

THIS FORM MUST BE RECEIVED BY JANUARY 25, 2010 

YOUR EDUCATION 
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 Please attach this form to your application materials. 
 
 
Ã APPLICATION FEE 

 
Ã COPY OF PASSPORT (if available) 

 
Ã BIOGRAPHICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Ã ESSAY ONE 

 
Ã ESSAY TWO 

 
Ã ACADEMIC RECOMMENDATION FORM 

 
Ã PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION FORM 

 
Ã TRANSCRIPT 

 
Ã SCHOOL PROFILE 

 
Ã YOUR EDUCATION SHEET 

 
 
 
 
 

Please review the form to make sure you have answered all questions fully.  LEAD will only review candidates who submit 
this form, the essay, the recommendation form, the $65 application fee and an official high school transcript.  IT IS YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT LEAD RECEIVES REQUESTED MATERIALS BY THE DEADLINE DATE. 
 
 
 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜΥ         Date:    

 
 

 APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 25, 2010 
RETURN APPLICATION MATERIALS TO: LEAD GLOBAL   14 EAST HARTWELL LANE, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19118 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 


